
November 1, 2002

MEMORANDUM TO:  Michael E. Mayfield, Director
Division of Engineering Technology
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

FROM: John A. Zwolinski, Director /RA TMarsh for/
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT: NRR INPUT FOR OMB CIRCULAR A-119 FY 2002 ANNUAL REPORT
ON STANDARDS

The Office of Management and Budget Circular A-119, “Federal Participation in the
Development and Use of Voluntary Standards and in Conformity Assessment Activities”
requires that the head of each federal agency submit an annual report on the status of agency
interaction with voluntary standards bodies.  The circular further requires each agency to
provide in the annual report specific information to identify and explain all instances of the
agency’s use of new “government-unique standards” (i.e., a technical standard developed by
the government for its own use) in lieu of voluntary consensus standards.  

By memorandum dated September 24, 2002, from Ashok Thadani, RES, to Samuel Collins,
NRR, we were requested to provide input for the FY 2002 NRC annual report on standards. 
Attachment 1 provides the requested information, in the format specified in the RES
memorandum.

Please contact Mel Fields of my staff at 415-3062 if there are any questions on our reply.

Attachment:  As stated
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Attachment 1

NRR Input to OMB Circular A-119 Annual Report

Period Covered: October 1, 2001 - September 30, 2002

Item
No. Information Request

Office Input

Number Supporting Information

1 Identify all instances where a government-unique
standard was used in lieu of an existing consensus
standard.

0

2 Number of consensus standards adopted final by
the office.

0

3 Identify consensus standards that have been used
to replace government-unique standards.

0

4 An evaluation of the effectiveness of OMB Circular
A-119 policy and recommendations for any
changes.

-- The policy guidelines provided in the circular for participating in voluntary consensus
standards bodies and using voluntary consensus standards are consistent with
longstanding NRR practices.  The guidelines also provide sufficient and reasonable
flexibility for each agency to make an independent case-by-case determination as to the
usability of a particular standard within that agency’s scope and responsibility.


